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mary adversaries in that war, Germany and
Japan, have become among the major economic
powers in the world. They have become great
forces for democracy. They have been very gen-
erous in their support of political and humani-
tarian efforts throughout the world. The rest
of the world community depends upon the sup-
port and the leadership of both Japan and Ger-
many to get done much of what we will have

to do in the years ahead. And so I have always
felt in recognition of that that they should be
offered permanent seats on the United Nations
Security Council.

Thank you very much.

NotTE: The President’s 27th news conference
began at 4:53 p.m. at the Waldorf Astoria.

White House Statement on the President’s Meeting With Baltic Leaders

September 27, 1993

The President met today jointly with Presi-
dent Lennart Meri of Estonia, President
Algirdas Brazauskas of Lithuania, and President
Guntis Ulmanis of Latvia. It was the President’s
first meeting with the heads of state of the Bal-
tic countries.

The President expressed his admiration for
the remarkable progress the Baltic peoples have
achieved during the last 2 years in establishing
democratic institutions and promoting economic
reform. The President assured them of the
strong U.S. interest in building close relations.
The President reaffirmed U.S. support for re-
form and indicated the U.S. would move for-
ward promptly on the new $50 million Baltic-
American Enterprise Fund. The President also
stated the United States intended to construct
5,000-7,000 housing units in Russia to facilitate
the withdrawal of Russian forces from Estonia
and Latvia.

The President welcomed the recent with-
drawal of all Russian military forces from Lith-
uania. He also reiterated strong U.S. support

for the early, unconditional, and rapid with-
drawal of the remaining Russian forces from
Latvia and Estonia. The President noted that
he had raised this matter in a number of recent
discussions with Russian Federation leaders. The
United States intends to be helpful to all parties
concerned in promoting an amicable resolution
of the withdrawal issue.

The President also discussed concerns raised
by the Russian Government about the treatment
of ethnic Russians in Latvia and Estonia, while
noting that international observers had found no
evidence of human rights violations in those
countries. The President expressed the hope that
practical solutions could be achieved on this dif-
ficult issue. In this regard, the United States
welcomes the constructive role played by the
United Nations, the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), and the Coun-
cil of Europe (COE) in helping to promote a
resolution of all outstanding differences between
Russia and the Baltic countries.

Designation of Vice Chair and Appointment of Staff Director for the

Commission on Civil Rights
September 27, 1993

The President today announced he will des-
ignate Commission on Civil Rights member
Cruz Reynoso as Vice Chair of the Commission

and will appoint attorney Stuart J. Ishimaru as
Commission Staff Director.
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